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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 





NORFOLK, ss. 
To either Constable of the Town of Sharon, Greetings: 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby di- 
rected to notify and warn the Inhabitants of the Town of Sharon quali- 
fied to vote in elections and Town affairs to meet at the High School 
Gymnasium on Pond Street in said Sharon on Monday, the fifth day of 
April, A.D. 1976, at 8:00 a.m., and there to act on the following ar- 
ticles: 


ARTICLE 1. To choose all necessary Town Officers as by law are 
required to be elected by ballot, and on the ballot prepared by the Town 
Clerk, to wit: Moderator, One Year Term; One Member of the Board of 
Selectmen, Three Year Term; One Member of the Board of Assessors, Three 
Year Term; Two Members of the School Committee, Three Year Terms; Two 
Trustees of the Public Library, Three Year Terms; One Member of the 
Planning Board, Five Year Term; One Member of the Housing Authority, 
Five Year Term; and to determine any questions as by law are required to 
be determined by ballot; to wit: 


Question No. 1 


E. Shall licenses be granted in this Town for 
the sale therein of alcoholic beverages by 
restaurants and function rooms having a 
seating capacity of not less than one hun- 


dred persons? jXes/e «/ 
jNov/in/ 


We recommend an affirmative vote on this question. Each voter 
should clearly understand the results of his action. An affirmative 
vote will give the Selectmen the power to license the sale of liquor in 
function rooms seating over 100. This will legalize the sale of liquor 
for social functions at such places as the Bell House, Green Manor, vet- 
erans' clubs and country clubs. It will also enable the Selectmen to 
grant a license to any restaurant, regardless of seating capacity. The 
state determines the maximum number of liquor licenses to be granted in 
a town. Under current regulations, Sharon could have no more than four- 
teen. Once a license is granted, the Alcoholic Beverage Commission 


could prevent the Selectmen from revoking it, thus transferring control 
to an agency outside the town. 


A negative vote will inform the Selectmen that the townspeople want the 
existing liquor laws strictly enforced. 


Before either decision becomes permanent, it must be so voted for three 
consecutive years. The licensing process can be started immediately 
after the first affirmative vote. 


The following Articles will be acted on at the business session of 
this meeting, to be held by adjournment on Monday, April 12, 1976 at 
8:00 p.m. at the High School Auditorium on Pond Street. 


NOTE: Recommendations of the Warrant Committee are printed 
below each Article in italics. 


REPORT OF THE WARRANT COMMITTEE 


The Warrant Committee's tax rate projection shows a modest increase 
from the current $51.00 to $52.00 for the next fiscal year. Such a 
small increase at a time when much greater rises in costs are taken for 
granted prompts us to sigh with relief and turn our attention away from 
the financial affairs of Sharon. It is, however, extremely important 
that all town officials and residents consider the realities. 


The first reality is the major increase in the cost of providing 
the necessary and desired town services. Budgets during the coming 
year, exclusive of debt repayment and interest, will increase by 
$870,000., or ten and one-half percent. This follows last year's in- 
crease of $670,000., or nine percent. 


The second reality is the source of money to pay for the anticipa- 
ted increase in operating budgets. About $135,000. of the increase will 
be paid by the added one dollar on the tax rate, and $115,000. will be 
provided as a result of a projected increase in total valuation. Be- 
cause of sharply reduced capital investment in recent years, a reduction 
in long term obligations will yield another $45,000. These three to- 
gether will pay for less than half the increased cost of running our 
town. 


Where will the funds come from to pay for the remainder of the cost 
increase? Last year there was an unexpected increase in state reimburse- 
ment. Although we have yet to receive state estimates, advance informa- 
tion indicates that this year there will be a decrease. Thus, the state 
cannot be looked to for help. We do have some "one time only" funds a- 
vailable from two sources. The first is the increase in the Assessor's 
estimate of local receipts. This does not allow for an actual increase 
in receipts, it simply permits us to use more of next year's income to 
pay next year's expenses. This will only work once. The second source 
of funds, and of greater significance, is the unusually large amount of 
"free cash". (Free cash is surplus funds and revenue collected last 
year.) As noted in the report on the Excess and Deficiency Fund in the 
back of the Warrant, free cash available at the beginning of this fiscal 
year was considerably greater than in any prior year. Areas of signif- 
icant difference from previous years are a state reimbursement, due the 
previous year, which was paid late and actual local receipts which were 


greater than the figure the Assessors allowed for in their tax rate cal- 
culation. We will use $340,000. more of free cash than last year. If 
this unusual level of free cash were not available, our projected tax 
rate would be $55. rather than $52. We cannot anticipate having this 
level of free cash available in future years. 


We can use all, part, or none of the free cash. Spending all this 
year would certainly mean a large tax increase in some future year. 
Spending part, as the Warrant Committee recommends, will keep this year's 
tax increase modest. Spending none would leave a large amount of free 
cash for future use, but would increase this year's tax rate by $3. 


A reminder that some of the figures central to the Warrant Com- 
mittee's projected tax rate are estimates. A change in the amount of 
total appropriations, state reimbursement, or local receipts will result 
in a tax rate different from that projected in this warrant. 


The Warrant Committee had not voted on several large budgets at the 
date this warrant went to print. The budget for the Department of Pub- 
lic Works, for instance, had not been presented to the Warrant Committee 
by the Board of Selectmen at the time of printing. The Sharon School 
Committee presented its budget showing a 9.8% increase over last year's 
appropriation, but the Warrant Committee was unable to complete discus- 
sion of the budget by printing date. The Warrant Committee does feel, 
however, that the School Committee's Program Budget Analysis Committee 
will present an approach that may enable the taxpayer to better under- 
stand the School Committee budget which accounts for 55% of the town's 
annual expenses. 


Major capital spending programs were presented,to the Warrant 
Committee at a point that did not allow sufficient time for discussion 
and consideration. The Library Trustees presented plans for an ad- 
dition to the library, and the Selectmen presented plans for improve- 
ments in Deborah Sampson Park. The Warrant Committee feels there is no 
question about the need of the library for more space, nor is there con- 
fusion about the use of Deborah Sampson Park for recreation, but we are 
compelled to stress here that the methods and procedures used to develop 
these major capital spending proposals lacked the benefit and guidance 
of a formal, well-defined, long range plan for town property development. 
We, therefore, encourage the Planning Board to redouble its efforts in 
this direction, or, failing that, we recommend the establishment of a 
Planning Committee which would coordinate its efforts and goals with the 
recently reactivated Capital Outlay Committee. The Capital Outlay Com- 
mittee is charged with forming and evaluating those needs of the town 
which require the appropriation of funds, and making recommendations 
based on the needs of the town as a whole. 


It can be only when individual town committees have developed their 
capital spending programs in the context of a rational long term plan 
that the Warrant Committee will be prepared to consider approval of ma- 
jor capital expenditures. 


We are hopeful that long range planning and the Capital Outlay Com- 
mittee will prevent the current problem of major projects coming before 
the Warrant Committee at the last possible moment. 


ARTICLE 2. To choose four members of the Warrant Committee for 
three year terms and to fill any vacancies on said Committee. 


Board of Selectmen 


ARTICLE 3. To act upon the reports as printed and to hear any 


other reports and to act thereon. 
Board of Selectmen 


ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Personnel 
Compensation By-Law as follows, or act in any way relating thereto: 


1. By striking out all Classification Schedules and 
Pay Schedules of Title VIII and substituting new 
Classification Schedules and new Pay Schedules. 


2. By amending the Supplementary Benefits Schedule of 
GitheaVviris 
Personnel Board 


The Personnel Board will submit its new Classification, Pay and Supple- 
mentary Benefits Schedules at Town Meeting. These Schedules establish 
the pay rates for the year beginning July 1, 1976 and ending June 30, 
1977 for all town employes except the School Department and elected 
officials. Warrant Committee recommendations to be made at Town Meeting. 


ARTICLE 5. To fix the compensation of elected officers, provide 
for a Reserve Fund, and to determine what sums of money the Town will 
raise and appropriate, including appropriations from available funds, 
to defray charges and expenses of the Town, including debt and interest, 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1976. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of the various sums listed for 1976-77 in the re- 
capitulation of Article 5 except for the School Committee, Department of 
Public Works, Insurance, Sacred Heart Building, High Street Building and 
Parks budgets which were received too late for action by the Warrant 
Committee. 


ARTICLE 6. To hear the record of the Donors to the Sharon Friends 
School Fund, and to choose Trustees of the School Funds and other of- 
ficers not on the official ballot. 


Board of Selectmen 


ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen, to borrow money from time 
to time in anticipation of the revenue of the financial year beginning 
July 1, 1976, in accordance with the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 
44, Section 4, and to issue a note or notes therefor, payable within one 
year, and to renew any note or notes as may be given for a period of 
less than one year in accordance with General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 
L7¢ 

Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this routine article which authorizes the 
Treasurer to borrow in anticipation of tax revenue. 


ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money 
from the Overlay Reserve Account to the Reserve Fund. 


Town Accountant 


Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 


ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money 
from the State Aid to Public Libraries reserved for Appropriations Ac- 
count to the Public Library Account, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Town Accountant 


We recommend adoption and the transfer of $4,637. from the State Aid to 
Public Libraries account. This action is required by statute to accom- 
Pplish this transfer of funds from the State to the Library budget. 


ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of mon- 
ey from available funds to the Public Library Account for replacement of 
books lost and paid for at the Sharon Public Library. 


Trustees of the Public Library 


We recommend no action. The goal of this article has been accomplished 
by adding $350. to the library budget. 


ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money to be used in conjunc- 
tion with and in addition to any funds allotted or to be allotted by the 
state or county, or both, for the construction, reconstruction and im- 
provement of town roads and further to authorize the Selectmen to ac- 
cept and enter into contracts for the expenditure of appropriated town 
funds in conjunction with any funds so allotted by the state or county, 
or both, for the construction, reconstruction and improvement of town 
roads, or act in any way relating thereto. 

Board of Selectmen 


We recommend the appropriation of $13,200. This sum, when added to 
funds previously accumulated and with $26,079. to be received from the 
state and with any funds that may be received from the county, will 
allow for the resurfacing of streets. This will be the last money a- 
vailable from the state under this program. 


ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the School 
Committee to continue the present Adult Education Program and to raise 
and appropriate a sum of money therefor, or act in any way relating 
thereto. 

School Committee 


We recommend adoption of the article and the appropriation of $13,000. 
More than 700 people participate in this program each semester and the 
town will receive, between tuition fees and state reimbursement, an 
amount approximately half of the appropriation. 


ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money for the purchase of new or replacement equipment for the 
Department of Public Works, and determine whether the money shall be 
provided for by taxation, by transfer from available funds, by borrow- 
ing, or by a combination thereof, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 
We recommend adoption of this article and funding of $57,000. for the 


replacement of two cars, one dump truck, two pickup trucks and the re- 
pair of a caterpillar loader. Recommendation will be made at Town 


Meeting as to the division of funding between appropriation, borrowing, 
and transfer. 


ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to accept Section 20C of 
Chapter 90 of the General Laws providing for a system of three way tags 
to be issued for parking violations, court appearances, schedule of 
fines and payment of fines, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend no action on this article. It is already within the au- 
thority of the Board of Selectmen to raise the schedule of fines should 
they deem it necessary in order to enforce the town's parking regula- 
tions. We consider it prudent not to accept this section of the General 
Laws until there is a clearly demonstrated need. 


ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to accept Section 25 of 
Chapter 41 of the General Laws, providing for the appointment of the 
Assessors by the Selectmen and raise and appropriate, or transfer from 
available funds, a sum of money for compensation of Assessors so appoint- 
ed, or act in any way relating thereto. 

Board of Selectmen 


We recommend indefinite postponement. There is nothing in Sharon's 
history to indicate that the elective process is not giving us a com- 
petent Board of Assessors and we feel it is desirable for voters to 
retain direct control over town officials. 


ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to accept the designation 
of the below listed streets in the Town as scenic roads as recommended 
by the Planning Board in accordance with the provisions of General Laws, 
Chapter 40, Section 15C, so that no repair, maintenance, reconstruction 
or paving done thereto shall involve or include the cutting or removal 
of trees, or the tearing down or destruction of stone walls, or portions 
thereof, without the prior written consent of the Planning Board after a 
public hearing duly advertised in accordance with General Laws, Chapter 
40, Section 15C; and further that the Planning Board in conjunction with 
the administration of this by-law shall adopt design policies and guide- 
lines in consultation with the Board of Selectmen, covering the design 
of scenic roads giving due consideration to the preservation of natural 
resources, environmental and historical values, scenic and aesthetic 
characteristics as well as sound planning principles and public safety. 


All public ways in the Town except the following: 


A. Those built as part of a subdivision and accepted 
Since 1950; 


B. Those streets exempted by statute including but not 
limited to the following: Norwood Street, High Plain 
Street, Depot Street, North Main Street, Upland Road 
from the railroad station to the intersection with 
Norwood Street, the section of South Main Street 
from South Walpole Street to the Foxborough Town Line 
designated as a State Highway and all of the portions 
of U.S. Route 1 and Interstate I-95 falling within 
the Town; 


or act in any way relating thereto. 
Planning Board 


We recommend no action. We agree with the Planning Board that public 
hearings are desirable before work which involves the cutting of trees 
is done on town roads. We do not agree with the second result of this 
article which would transfer authority from the Selectmen to the Plan- 
ning Board. 


ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money for the construction of improvements to the water dis- 
tribution system, and determine whether the money shall be provided for 
by taxation, by transfer from available funds, by borrowing, or by a 
combination thereof, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article and funding of $253,000. to in- 
stall 12 inch water mains on North Main Street from Billings Street to 
Bay Road. This will provide adequate hydrant flows for fire fighting, 
particularly needed in the area of the Box Company and the Housing for 
the Elderly. It will also close the loop around the Massapoag Brook 
area, thus providing a more reliable water supply to all homes and 
businesses in this area. This is another step in a long-range program 
of upgrading the town's water distribution system. Recommendation will 
be made at Town Meeting as to the division of funding between appropri- 
ation, borrowing and transfer. 
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ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money for the painting and repairing of the Hampton Road ele- 
vated water tank and determine whether the money shall be provided for 
by taxation, by transfer from available funds, by borrowing, or by a 
combination thereof, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article and the appropriation of $30,000. 
This completes the program of interior and exterior painting and main- 
tenance of the three water standpipes which must be done every ten years. 


ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money for obtaining professional services to furnish all or 
part of the following: aerial photography, photographic enlargements, 
aerial topographic maps and planimetric maps of the Town prepared by 
photogrammetric methods, and determine whether the money shall be pro- 
vided for by taxation, by transfer from available funds, by borrowing, 
or by a combination thereof, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article and funding of $75,000. These 
maps would be a valuable aid to the Engineering Department, Planning 
Board, Conservation Commission, Board of Selectmen, Lake Management 
Committee and other town agencies in planning land use. For example, 
these more detailed and more accurate maps would assist the Planning 
Board in minimizing any water drainage impact of a subdivision on ad- 
jacent neighborhoods. Recommendation will be made at Town Meeting as 
to the division of funding between appropriation, borrowing and trans- 
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ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money for highway or drainage construction, or both, and to 
purchase or take by eminent domain, lands or easements necessary there- 
for, and determine whether the money shall be provided for by taxation, 
by transfer from available funds, by borrowing, or by a combination 
thereof, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend no action on this article which would relocate Beach 
Street at a cost of $20,000. and install drainage from the brook near 
the high school fields easterly to Massapoag Brook at a cost of 
$47,500. The proposed benefits do not justify the expenditure of 
$67,500. 


ARTICLE 7 20 
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ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money for construction of sidewalks, and determine whether the 
money shall be provided for by taxation, by transfer from available 
funds, by borrowing, or by a combination thereof, or act in any way 
relating thereto. 
Board of Selectmen 


Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
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ARTICLE 22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money for construction of recreational facilities on the Town 
owned property known as Deborah Sampson Park, formerly the Sacred Heart 
School property; determine whether the money shall be provided for by 
taxation, by transfer from available funds, by borrowing, or by a com- 
bination thereof; authorize the Selectmen on behalf of the Town to apply 
for, contract for, and expend any grants of financial assistance for 
said construction which may be available from either or both federal and 
state departments or agencies; or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


The Selectmen submitted their plans for Deborah Sampson Park too late 
for the Warrant Committee to act in time for this Warrant. Recommenda- 
tion to be made at Town Meeting. 


ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote to establish a committee, 
to be known as the Sharon Public Library Addition Committee, to be made 
up of five members to be chosen by the Trustees of the Public Library, 
with vacancies to be filled by said Trustees, said committee to deter- 
mine the extent of necessary additions to the Public Library, to con- 
tract for architectural services, plans and specifications for such ad- 
ditions, and to enter into a contract or contracts for the construction 
of such additions, to raise and appropriate a sum of money for the a- 
bove purposes and for expenses of said committee, and determine whether 
the money shall be provided for by taxation, by transfer from available 
funds, by borrowing, or by a combination thereof, or act in any way re- 
lating thereto. 


Trustees of the Public Library 


1] 


Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 


ARTICLE 24. To see if the Town will vote to establish a committee, 
to be known as the Sharon Public Library Addition Committee, to be made 
up of five members to be chosen by the Trustees of the Public Library, 
with vacancies to be filled by said Trustees, said committee to deter- 
mine the extent of necessary additions to the Public Library, to con- 
tract for architectural services to prepare working drawings and speci- 
fications for such additions, to raise and appropriate a sum of money 
for the above purposes and for the expenses of said committee, and de- 
termine whether the money shall be provided for by taxation, by trans- 
fer from available funds, by borrowing, or by a combination thereof, or 
act in any way relating thereto 


Trustees of the Public Library 


Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 


ARTICLE 25. To see if the Town will vote to establish a committee, 
to be known as the Sharon Public Library Addition Committee, to be made 
up of five members to be chosen by the Trustees of the Public Library, 
with vacancies to be filled by said Trustees, said committee to deter- 
mine the extent of necessary additions to the Public Library, to con- 
tract for architectural and consultant services for the preparation of 
preliminary plans and specifications, to raise and appropriate a sum of 
money for said purposes and for the expenses of said committee, or act 
in any way relating thereto. 


Trustees of the Public Library 


Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 


ARTICLE 26. To see if the Town will vote to increase the person- 
nel of the Police Department and raise and appropriate, or transfer 
from available funds, a sum of money therefor, or act in any way re- 
lating thereto. 

Chief of Police 


We recommend no action on this article which related to the Town's am- 
bulance service. The present level of ambulance service does not re- 
quire additional Police Department personnel. 


ARTICLE 27. To see if the Town will vote to increase the person- 
nel of the Fire Department and raise and appropriate, or transfer from 
available funds, a sum of money therefor, or act in any way relating 


thereto. 
Chief of Fire Department 


We recommend no action on this article which related to the Town's am- 
bulance service. The present level of ambulance service does not re- 
guire additional Fire Department personnel. 


ARTICLE 28. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money for the purchase of a 
fire alarm truck for the Fire Department, or act in any way relating 
thereto. 
Chief of Fire Department 
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We recommend adoption of this article and the appropriation of $17,000. 
for the purchase of a special purpose vehicle for the maintenance of 
the fire alarm electrical lines. Recent regulations requiring the re- 
moval of footholds from poles make this equipment necessary. 


ARTICLE 29. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money for the purchase of a new ambulance, and determine 
whether the money shall be provided for by taxation, by transfer from 
available funds, by borrowing, or by a combination thereof, or act in 
any way relating thereto. 
Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article and the appropriation of $34,000. 
If the town is to continue ambulance service past July 1, 1977, a new 
state law mandates that the ambulance meet extensively upgraded stand- 
ards. The present ambulance will be kept for back-up service. 


ARTICLE 30. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money for the purpose of im- 
plementing Sharon's American Revolution Bicentennial Community Program, 
or act in any way relating thereto. 


American Revolution 
Bicentennial Committee 


We recommend adoption of this article and the appropriation of $2,500. 
for an Historical Tour, Country Fair and Birthday Ball in honor of the 
Bicentennial. 


ARTICLE 31. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, 
or transfer from available funds, a sum of money for the acquisition of 
land indicated on the Town of Sharon Conservation Commission "Plan Show- 
ing Green Areas", dated February, 1967, and as amended January, 1971, in 
accordance with Section 5 of Chapter 40 of the General Laws, or take any 
action relating thereto, and that the Conservation Commission be auth- 
orized to apply or contract for state and federal aid. 


Conservation Commission 


We recommend adoption of this article which includes the appropriation 
of $24,500. to restore the revolving fund of the Conservation Commis- 
sion to $50,000., and the approval of the purchase of two acres of land 
on Deborah Sampson Street, bordering Mann's Pond. The purchase price 
is $24,000. with $500. for fees. 


ARTICLE 32. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select- 
men to purchase, take by eminent domain proceedings, or otherwise ac- 
quire for historical or conservation purposes, or both, the fee or a 
lesser interest in a parcel of land surrounding "King Philip's Rock", 
so called, with access thereto, said King Philip's Rock being on land 
of David Siegel and Rubin Epstein located between Mansfield Street and 
Massapoag Avenue, to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 
funds, a sum of money therefor, or act in any way relating thereto. 


American Revolution 
Bicentennial Committee 


Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
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ARTICLE 33. To see if the Town will vote to approve and ratify 
the expenditure of a sum of money from the Conservation Fund for the 
acquisition of 1.4 acres of land, more or less, located on the north- 
westerly side of Deborah Sampson Street at Mann's Pond from Guilio 
Intoccia and Robert L. Delashaw, Trustees of the Indel Trust. 


Conservation Commission 


We recommend adoption of this article which will enable the Conservation 
Commission to apply for matching funds from the Massachusetts Department 
of Natural Resources. 


ARTICLE 34. To see if the Town will accept the conveyance to the 
Town of Sharon from Guilio Intoccia and Robert L. Delashaw, Trustees of 
the Indel Trust, certain easements and rights of way shown on plans of 
land entitled "Foxfire Estates", a subdivision in Sharon, Mass., pre- 
pared by R.I.M.. Engineering Company, Inc., of Mansfield, Mass., dated 
September 20, 1974 and recorded with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds as 
Plan #163 of 1975 Plan Book 248 (five sheets), or act in any way relat- 
ing thereto: 


Said rights of way and easements are described as follows: 


1. A parcel of land shown as "Common Land" containing 
194,421 square feet situated at the easterly ter- 
minus of Barefoot Hill Road along with a parcel 
Shown as "Access Parcel" running from the "Common 
Land" to Wolomolopoag Street along the easterly 
boundary of Lot 64. Shown on Sheet 5. 


2. Certain parcels of land shown as Parcels "A" (con- 
taining 5269 square feet; "B" (containing 9809 
square feet) shown on Sheet 3; "C" (containing 
15,092 square feet); "D" (containing 10,886 square 
feet) Sheet 2; "E" (containing 10,264 square feet) 
and "F" (containing 7128 square feet) shown on 
Sheet 1. 

Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article which gives the Town access to a 
parcel of common land which is to be held by the home owners of a clus- 
ter subdivision. This access will permit the town to inspect for prop- 
er maintenance and will not obligate the town in any way. 


ARTICLE 35. To see if the Town will accept conveyance back to the 
Town of Sharon from the Sharon Housing Authority of so much of the land 
conveyed to the Sharon Housing Authority pursuant to the vote of the 
1971 Annual Town Meeting on Article 46 and not actually used for hous- 
ing for the elderly, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Sharon Housing Authority 


We recommend adoption of this article which returns to the Town the 
title to a strip of land not needed for the Housing for the Elderly. 
The return of the unneeded land was part of the original agreement be- 
tween the Town and the Housing Authority. 


ARTICLE 36. To see if the Town will vote to endorse or approve 
the construction of additional dwelling units in the Sharon Housing Au- 
throity land off North Main Street. 

Sharon Housing Authority 


We recommend adoption of this article which will allow the building of 
6 more units at the Housing for the Elderly. These 6 units would have 
64 apartments and if state funding becomes available will be completed 
by 1980. 


ARTICLE 37. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By- 
Laws, Section 13, as follows, or act in any way relating thereto: 


1. Delete existing Section 13(A) and substitute in 
place thereof the following: 


"(A) In the Single Residence Districts A, for 
each single residence hereafter constructed and 
for all other uses enumerated in Section 2, there 
shall be provided a lot containing not less than 
forty thousand (40,000) square feet and having a 
width of not less than one hundred fifty (150) 
feet. 


In the Single Residence Districts B, for each 
single residence hereafter constructed and for 
all other uses enumerated in Section 2, there 
shall be provided a lot containing not less than 
twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and having 
a width of not less than one hundred (100) feet. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article. At present, the Zoning By-Laws 
set minimum lot size requirements for residential use. This article 
will similarly restrict lot size for any other permissible use. 


ARTICLE 38. To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 21, 
Board of Appeals, of the Zoning By-Laws as follows, or act in any way 
relating thereto: 


1. By adding a new sub-paragraph (d) at the end of 
the second paragraph of Section 21 as follows: 


"(d) Give to the Board of Selectmen a copy of the 
application and of the information filed with 
the application for a hearing when the appli- 
cation is filed. The Board of Selectmen may 
submit a report and recommendation to the Board 
of Appeals at the public hearing. The Board 
of Appeals shall make no decision upon any 
appeal or cther case upon which the hearing 
is held until the expiration of twenty-one 
(21) days after giving to the Board of Select- 
men the aforesaid copies of application and 
accompanying information, unless the Board of 
Selectmen shall sooner have filed with the 
Board of Appeals its report and recommendation 
on the subject matter of the hearing." 


Board of Selectmen 
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We recommend adoption of this article with the added provision that the 
Board of Selectmen be required to respond to the Board of Appeals. 

This change to the Zoning By-Laws will insure that the Selectmen make 
any contribution which could assist the Board of Appeals. 


ARTICLE 39. To see if the Town will vote to adopt as Article 21 
of the Town By-Laws the following as authorized by Section 422.8 of the 
State Building Code: 


"Article 21. Private Swimming Pools 
Section 1. Definitions 


Private pool is any pool intended to be used pri- 
marily for swimming and for the use only of the 
Occupants of a one or two family dwelling. 


Section 2. Safety Devices 


Every person owning land on which there is sit- 
uated either a swimming pool or any other arti- 
ficial body of water which constitutes an ob- 
vious hazard and contains twenty-four (24) inches 
or more of water in depth at any point, shall 
erect and maintain thereon an adequate enclosure 
either surrounding the property or pool area, 
sufficient to make such pool or body of water 
inaccessible to small children. Such enclosure, 
including gates therein, must be not less than 
four (4) feet above the underlying ground; all 
gates must be self-latching with latches placed 
four (4) feet above the underlying ground or 
otherwise made inaccessible from the outside 

to small children. 


Section 3. Permits 


No swimming pool shall be constructed, installed, 
enlarged, or altered until a building permit has 
been obtained." 

Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article. When the State Building Code 
superseded the Town Building Code, the existing Town requirement for a 
fence around a swimming pool was automatically eliminated. This ar- 
ticle will reinstate the requirement for a fence at least four feet 
high and will also reiterate the requirement for a building permit be- 
fore a pool is constructed. 


ARTICLE 40. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select- 
men to petition the General Court to enact the following Act, or act in 
any way relating thereto: 


An Act providing that members of the police department 
of the Town of Sharon shall not be subject to the Civil 
Service law and further regulating the appointment and 
promotion of members of the police department of said 
town. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
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same, as follows: 


SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provision 
of law, appointments to and promotions 
in the police department of the Town of 
Sharon shall not be subject to the civil 
service law and rules. 


SECTION 2. The provisions of section one shall not 
impair the civil service status of any 
member of the police department of the 
Town of Sharon who holds such status on 
the effective date of this act. 


SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article allowing the Selectmen to appoint 
the future police officers best suited to the Town, without the limita- 
tions of Civil Service procedures. Present officers will maintain their 
Civil Service status, and all officers will receive the protection af- 
forded by State Labor Laws. Fewer than half of the towns in the Common- 
wealth currently use Civil Service lists for police department appoint- 
ments. 


ARTICLE 41. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select- 
men to petition the General Court to enact the following Act, or act in 
any way relating thereto: 


An Act authorizing the appointment of Harry F. Carlson 
as a permanent regular member of the police department 
of the Town of Sharon. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in the General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 


SECTION 1. The division of personnel administration 
shall certify for appointment and the board 
of selectmen of the Town of Sharon may appoint 
Harry F. Carlson as a permanent regular po- 
lice officer of said town, notwithstanding 
the fact that he fails to meet the maximum 
appointment age requirements for said posi- 
tion, provided he is determined to be other- 
wise eligible by the board of selectmen of 
Said town. 


SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption of this article which will lead to giving the 
Selectmen the authority to make the permanent appointment of Harry F. 
Carlson. Mr. Carlson has an outstanding record in his previous service 
as a special and as a temporary officer in Sharon, but he does not meet 
Civil Service maximum age requirements. Favorable action under the pre- 
vious article will eliminate the need for action under this article. 
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ARTICLE 42. To see if the Town will vote to adopt as Article 22 
of the Town By-Laws the following: 


ARTICLE 22. Underground Electrical Services 
Section 1. Material 


All residential underground electrical services 
from the public utility supply point or handhole 
to the meter enclosure of the building shall be 
installed within a rigid metal galvanized con- 
duit, approved by Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., 
or non-metallic conduit so approved, suitable for 
underground installation, having a minimum inside 
diameter of at least three inches (3") or such 
other diameter as may be necessary for the ser- 
vice intended. 


Section 2. Installation 


The conduit shall have all necessary sweep bends 
to make it one continuous unit free from block- 
ages. It shall be buried to a depth of not less 
than twenty-four inches (24") below the surface 
of the ground and covered with at least four inches 
(4") of sand. If there is less than twenty-four 
inches (24") of cover over the conduit, it shall 
be incased in at least two inches (2") of concrete. 
Prior to backfilling, the completed installation 
Shall be inspected and approved by the Town of 
Sharon wiring inspector." 

Planning Board 


We recommend adoption of this article which will protect new homeowners 
in developments with below ground electrical service. For sound con- 
struction practice, the buried electrical wires connecting the new home 
to the electric company service should be enclosed in protective con- 
duit. This will greatly reduce the possibility of damage to the wires 
and will greatly reduce the cost of replacement. 


ARTICLE 43. To see if the Town will vote to accept and adopt as a 
public way that portion of Mallard Drive easterly from the terminus of 
that section accepted at the 1971 Annual Town Meeting at Station 8+67 a 
distance of 1268.31 feet to Station 21+35.31 at Bay Road as laid out by 
the Selectmen, and raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 
funds, a sum of money therefor, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption and the appropriation of $325. for legal and re- 
cording fees. 


ARTICLE 44. To see if the Town will vote to accept and adopt as a 
public way Falcon Road westerly from East Foxboro Street a distance of 
1429.02 feet to Osprey Road as laid out by the Selectmen, and raise and 
appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money therefor, 
or act in any way relating thereto. 

Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption and the appropriation of $425. for legal and re- 
cording fees. 


ARTICLE 45. To see if the Town will vote to accept and adopt as a 
public way Osprey Road westerly from East Foxboro Street a distance of 
984.28 feet as laid out by the Selectmen, and raise and appropriate, or 
transfer from available funds, a sum of money therefor, or act in any 


way relating thereto. 
Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption and the appropriation of $400. for legal and re- 
cording fees. 


ARTICLE 46. To see if the Town will vote to accept and adopt as a 
public way that portion of Lantern Lane easterly from that section ac- 
cepted at the 1966 Annual Town Meeting at Station 13+0 a distance of 
296.68 feet to Station 15+95.68 at Cheryl Drive as laid out by the 
Selectmen, and raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, 
a sum of money therefor, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption and the appropriation of $225. for legal and re- 
cording fees. 


ARTICLE 47. To see if the Town will vote to accept and adopt as a 
public way Gaines Road northerly from Lantern Lane at Station O0+16 a 
distance of 761.08 feet to Station 7+77.08 as laid out by the Selectmen, 
and raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of 
money therefor, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption and the appropriation of $350. for legal and re- 
cording fees. 


ARTICLE 48. To see if the Town will vote to accept and adopt as a 
public way Fisher Road easterly from Gaines Road a distance of 529.35 
feet to Cheryl Drive as laid out by the Selectmen, and raise and appro- 
priate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money therefor, or 
act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption and the appropriation of $300. for legal and re- 
cording fees. 


ARTICLE 49. To see if the Town will vote to accept and adopt as a 
public way Cheryl Drive southerly from Station 11+34 near Fisher Road a 
distance of 953.89 feet to the terminus at Station 20+87.89 as laid out 
by the Selectmen, and raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 
funds, a sum of money therefor, or act in any way relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption and the appropriation of $400. for legal and re- 
cording fees. 


ARTICLE 50. To see if the Town will vote to accept the grant of an 
easement for walkway and water main purposes from Prescott Road to Fal- 
con Road, said easement twenty (20) feet in width and centered on the 
lot line 274.84 feet in length between Parcel 18 and Parcel 19, and a- 
dopt said easement as a public walkway from Prescott Road to Falcon 
Road as laid out by the Selectmen, and raise and appropriate, or trans- 
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fer from available funds, a sum of money therefor, or act in any way 
relating thereto. 


Board of Selectmen 


We recommend adoption and the appropriation of $100. for legal and re- 
cording fees. 


And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested 
copies of the same in accordance with the Town By-Laws. 


Hereof fail not, and make due return of this Warrant with your 
doings thereon, at the time and place of meeting aforesaid. 


Given under our hands this 8th day of January A.D. 1976. 





GEORGE E. DONOVAN, Chairman 


BERT F. CURRIE 


NORMAN KATZ 


BOARD OF SELECTMEN, 
SHARON, MASSACHUSETTS 





Sharon, Massachusetts, January 8, 1976 
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RESERVE FUND - TRANSFERS 


The Reserve Fund is in reality the Town contingency fund. Indivi- 
dual department budgets do not contain individual contingency items and 
therefore, when unexpected events occur, or when costs run higher on 
buageted items, the various departments seek the funds from the Reserve 
Fund. It is the responsibility of the Warrant Committee to approve or 
disapprove requests to draw on the Reserve Fund. For 1974-75, the 
Reserve Fund was set at $100,000. All but $6,060 was transferred 
during that period. The major transfers were: 


Department of Public Works $42 ,188 


Police Department 8,562 
Gasoline 7,500 
School Committee 7,000 
Fire Department 53400 
Treasurer 4,600 


For 1975-76 the Reserve Fund was increased to $125,000 due to 
continued uncertainty on rising fuel and power costs. As of the 
beginning of March, 1976, transfers and anticipated excess expenditures 
for various departments are estimated to use up no more than $100,000. 


OVERLAY RESERVE ACCOUNT 


Every year, the Assessors designate a sum of money, called the 
overlay, which has to be set aside to cover abatements. At the end 
of each year, the Assessors release from this Fund those amounts no 
longer needed as a reserve for contingent claims. 

These released funds go into the Overlay Reserve Account, which 
the Town Meeting may use to finance its Reserve Fund or some of the 
Special Articles. Below is a comparison of the amounts available 
from the Overlay Reserve Account for the last five fiscal periods: 
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EXCESS AND DEFICIENCY FUND 


As its name implies, any excess money as a result of appropria- 
tions for department budgets or for special Articles that is not 
expended and not carried over for the specific purpese of the special 
Article, is returned to the Excess and Deficiency Fund. All money 
collected by the Town from sources other than Real Estate or Personal 
Property taxes, in excess of the amounts used by the Assessors as esti- 
mated receipts in their Tax Rate Calculation, are also added to this 
E. & D. Fund. At Town Meeting, the town may use that portion of this 
Fund certified "free cash" by the Director of Accounts (of the Depart- 
ment of Corporations and Taxation of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts ) 
to pay for amounts appropriated at Town Meeting. The term "free" means 
free of some of the appropriation restrictions associated with other 
Town funds. The amount available as "free cash" at the beginning of 
recent fiscal periods and the amounts expended in Special or Annual 
Town Meetings during those fiscal periods are listed on the following 


page. 


The amounts available at the beginning of each period represent 
the unexpended "free cash" of the previous period plus the excess funds 
accumulated during the previous period. 


Available Expended 
1969 1183557 85 ,000 
1970 158,940 133,000 
1971 218,445 144,475 
1972 122.080 106 ,046 
1973 (12 months) 278,054 128,054 
1974 (6 months) 204,674 158,275 
1974-1975 73,015 27,629 
1975-1976 692 ,043 40,000 (Before 


Town Meeting) 
The radical change in the "free cash" during the last two 


periods is explained in the Report of the Warrant Committee at the 
beginning of this Warrant. 
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WARRANT COMMITTEE'S COMPUTATION OF 
ESTIMATED TAX RATE FOR 1976-1977 


TOWN OPERATING BUDGET 

(ART. 5) (1975-1976 

voted at Annual and 

Special Town Meetings) 
SPECIAL ARTICLES (1976-1977 
as’ recommended by 

Warrant Committee) 


TOTAL WARRANT ARTICLES: 
State & County Tax & 
Assessments 

Overlay of Current Year 
GROSS AMOUNT TO BE RAISED 
GROSS AMOUNT TO BE CREDITED 


NET AMOUNT TO BE RAISED 
BY TAXATION ON PROPERTY: 


TOTAL PROPERTY VALUATION: 


TAX RATE: 


REGULAR TOWN MEETING 


1975-1976 
TAX RATE 


CALCULATION 


$8 935,933 


254,700 
$9,190,633 


528,374 
305 ,019 
10,024 ,026 
3,149,791 


6,874,235 


134,788,930 


$51 
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1976-1977 
ESTIMATED 


$9,659,500 


245 ,000 
$9,904,500 


447,500 
180 ,000 
10,532 ,000 
3,410,540 


7,121,460 


137,000 ,000 


$52 


MEMBERS OF 
THE WARRANT COMMITTEE 


June Downey, Chairman 
Charles Bennett, Vice Chairman 
Anthony Branca 
Marilyn Ginsburg 
Gordon Gladstone 
Leland Goldberg 
Ralph Hall 
Ralph Kimble 
Irving Laskin 
Elizabeth McKinnon 


James Simmons 
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